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MUNICIPAL ORDINANCES, RULES, AND REGULATIONS 
PERTAINING TO PUBLIC HEALTH. 



NEW ORLEANS, LA. 

Plague— Prevention of the Introduction and Spread of— Rat Proofing of Buildings. 
(Ord. 2512, Commission Council, June 22, 1915.) 

Whereas, during the month of June, 1914, the bubonic plague made its appearance in 
the city of New Orleans and thereby threatened the health and lives of the people 
through the ravages of the dread disease, and menaced the prosperity of the entire 
community through the imminence of destructive quarantines; and 
Whereas the city government and the State and city health authorities, in earnest 
effort to avert the calamities aforesaid, solicited and secured the cooperation and 
active assistance of the United States Public Health Service in dealing with the 
crisis impending; and 
Whereas the Board of Health of the Parish of Orleans and the city of New Orleans, 
with the concurrence and advice of the United States health authorities, enacted 
certain ordinances designed to eradicate and prevent both rodent and human 
infection from the said bubonic plague, among which said ordinances were ordi- 
nances Nos. 17 and 21 of the board of health series; and 
Whereas the honorable Supreme Court of the State of Louisiana has, in the case of the 
City of New Orleans v. Miss M. Sanford et al., held that the said ordinances, although 
under the stringent circumstances of the case justified and necessary, yet solely 
because of a certain detail of discretionary executive authority vested thereby in 
the city health officer, and which authority it is admitted in the opinion of said 
court has not been by said officer improperly or oppressively exercised, they held 
the said ordinances were unconstitutional, and hence null and void; and 
Whereas the work of the authorities under the health ordinances aforesaid has, up 
to the present time, entirely averted the disastrous menace of the plague, still the 
said work is by no means finished, nor is the menace of infection and the spread of 
the disease finally eliminated; and 
Whereas abandonment of the work under said ordinances or delay in the prosecution 
thereof is fraught with grave danger to the health of the people and the commercial 
prosperity of the community, the Commission Council of the City of New Orleans is 
not only constrained by the dictates of prudence, but feel in solemn duty bound to 
reenact in the legal form prescribed by the honorable supreme court the said 
health ordinances which the said court has held are, in purpose, both justifiable and 
necessary. Now, therefore: 

Section 1. Be it ordained by the Commission Council of the City of New Orleans, That 
from and after the promulgation of this ordinance, that every building, outhouse, and 
other superstructure, stable, lot, open area, and other premise, sidewalk, street and 
alley, now constructed or hereafter to be constructed in the city of New Orleans, shall 
be rat proofed in the maimer hereinafter provided for. 

Sec. 2. That it shall bo unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to have or 
maintain or hereafter to construct any building, outhouse, or other superstructure, 
stable, lot, open area, or other premise, sidewalk, street, or alley within the city of 
New Orleans, unless the same shall be rat proofed in the manner hereinafter pro- 
vided for. 
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Sec. 3. That for the purpose of rat proofing, all buildings, outhouses, and other 
superstructures in the city of New Orleans, except stables, shall be divided into three 
classes, to wit: Class A, class B, and class C; and the same shall be rat proofed in the 
manner following, to wit: 

Class A. — All buildings, outhouses, and other superstructures of class A shall have 
floors made of concrete, which concrete shall be not less than 3 inches thick, and over- 
laid with a top dressing of cement, mosaic tiling, or other impermeable material, 
laid in cement mortar, and such floor shall rest without any intervening space between 
upon the ground, or upon filling of clean earth, sand, cinders, broken stone or brick, 
gravel or similar material, which filling shall be free from animal or vegetable sub- 
stances; said floor shall extend, and be hermetically sealed, to walls surrounding 
said floor, which walls shall be made of concrete, stone, or brick, laid in cement or 
mortar, and each wall to be not less than 6 inches thick, and shall extend into and 
below the surface of the surrounding ground at least 2 feet, and shall extend not less 
than 1 foot above the surface of said floor: Provided, That wooden removable gratings 
may be laid on such concrete floors in such parts of such buildings, superstructures 
and outhouses as are used exclusively as sales departments. 

Class B. — All buildings, outhouses, and other superstructures of class B shall be set 
upon pillars or underpinning of concrete, stone, or brick, laid in cement mortar, such 
pillars or underpinning to be not less than 18 inches high, the height to be measured 
from the ground level to the top of said pillars or underpinning; and the intervening 
space between said building and the ground level to be open on three sides, and to 
be free from all rubbish and other rat-harboring material, or may be made rat proof by 
construction at the margin of the ground area of said building a wall of concrete or 
brick or stone laid in cement;' such wall to extend into and below the surface of the 
ground at least 2 feet and to meet the floor of the building above closely and without 
any intervening space, such walls shall be at least 6 inches thick and extend entirely 
around said building: Provided, That said walls may be built with openings therein 
for ventilation only: And provided further, That such openings for ventilation may be 
of such size as the owner may elect and shall be securely screened with metallic 
gratings having openings between the bars of said gratings of not more than one-half 
inch, or with wire mesh of not less than 12 guage, having openings between the wires of 
said mesh of not more than one-half inch, and the whole so constructed and closed as 
to prevent the entrance of rats beneath such building. 

Class C. — All buildings, outhouses and other superstructures of class C shall be rat- 
proofed as provided in class A except that tar-cinder composition flooring, as herein- 
after defined and provided for, may be substituted for the concrete floors provided for 
in class A. That tar-cinder flooring hereinabove provided for is hereby defined to 
be a composition of cinders and coal tar only, and, when laid, to be covered by a 
wooden floor. 

The cinders used in the composition shall be free of soft ash and clinkers and shall 
be brought to the work dry. 

The coal tar used in the composition shall be the product of the dry distillation of 
coal, and shall contain not more than 2 per cent of water, and shall be free from any 
mixture with other substance or thing. 

The composition of, and manner of laying, tar-cinder composition flooring shall be 
as follows: 

To each cubic yard of such cinders shall be added 20 gallons of such coal tar, the 
whole to be thoroughly mixed on the work where the same is to be laid, and no other 
substance or thing to be added thereto. This composition shall be laid between the 
walls hereinabove provided for in ratproofing buildings of class A, and cover the whole 
space to be floored, and the whole to be thoroughly tamped or rolled, as provided for 
hereinafter. The sleepers to be used in the laying of such flooring shall be creosoted 
by having the creosote pressed into each sleeper, under a pressure of not less than 15 
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pounds to the square foot, and such sleepers shall be laid in such composition before 
the whole of said composition is rolled or tamped: And provided further, That after 
such sleepers are laid in such composition, and after the whole shall be so rolled and 
tamped, the whole shall be not less than 4 inches thick in its thinnest part. Upon 
this composition and sleepers shall be laid a wooden flooring of the quality now 
provided, or hereafter to be provided for in the building laws of the city of New 
Orleans: Provided, however, That for the purpose of laying a tar-cinder composition 
floor, said wooden flooring shall be tongue and groove, well fitted, and the planks 
firmly set into each other, and the whole, in such manner as to prevent the ingress or 
egress of rats. 

Sec. 4. That every restaurant kitchen, hotel kitchen, cabaret kitchen, dairy, 
dairy depot, dock, wharf, pier, elevator, store, manufactory, and every other build- 
ing, outhouse, or superstructure wherein or whereon foodstuffs are stored, kept, sold, 
handled, held, or offered for sale, manufactured, prepared for market or for sale 
except stables, shall be ratproofed in the manner provided for hereinabove as class A: 
Provided, That such part of any structure hereinabove defined as of class A, that shall 
be entirely over a body of water, may be ratproofed as of class B, as hereinafter pro- 
vided for. 

"Foodstuffs," as used in this ordinance, is hereby defined to be flour and flour 
products, animals and animal products, produce, groceries, cereals, grain, and the 
products of cereals and grain, poultry and its products, game, birds, fish, vegetables, 
fruit, milk, cream and the products from milk or cream, ice cream, hides and tallow, 
or any combination of any one or more of the foregoing. 

That every warehouse and wholesale store wherein dry goods, shoes, or other goods, 
wares, or merchandise other than "foodstuffs," are stored, kept, handled, sold, held, 
or offered for sale, manufactured or prepared for sale, except stables, shall be ratproofed 
in the manner provided for hereinabove as class C: Provided, That "foodstuffs," 
when contained in hermetically sealed containers impervious to rats, may be stored, 
kept, or offered for sale in class C structures. 

All other buildings, outhouses, and superstructures, except stables, not herein- 
before specified as class A or class C, and all buildings used exclusively for residential 
purposes, shall be ratproofed in the manner provided for hereinabove as class B: 
Provided, That the owner of any building, residence, outhouse, or other superstruc- 
ture in class B may, if he so elects, ratproof same in the manner provided for in class A 
or in class C, and the owner of a class C structure may, if he so elects, ratproof same as 
provided for in class A. 

Provided, That in any case where, under the foregoing provisions, any building, 
outhouse, or superstructure is required to be ratproofed as of class A, and the said build- 
ing or outhouse or superstructure is used in part for residential purposes, and the 
part used as a residence is effectively separated from the part falling within class A 
by permanently and effectively closing all openings above and below the ground floor 
or by constructing a new wall, and in either case the whole, in such manner as to make 
such wall whole and continuous in its entirety, without doorways, windows, or other 
openings between the part used as a residence and that used for such purpose as makes 
it fall within class A, then, in such case, and for ratproofing purposes only, the said 
building will after such separation and closure of the openings or by the construction 
of such new wall be deemed to be two buildings, and that part used exclusively for 
residential purposes may be ratproofed in the manner provided for as a class B build- 
ing and the remaining part of said building shall be ratproofed in the manner provided 
for a class A building. 

Stables. — All buildings now or hereafter to be constructed and used for stabling 
horses, mules, cows, and other animals shall be constructed as follows: 

Walls. — The walls of such building shall be constructed of concrete, brick, or stone, 
laid in cement mortar, and'shall be not less than 6 inches thick, and shall extend into 
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and below the surface of the surrounding ground not less than 2 feet and extend above 
the ground a sufficient height as to be not less than 1 foot above the floor level. All 
openings in such foundation walls shall be covered with metal grating having open- 
ings not greater than one-half inch between the gratings. 

Floors. — The floors of stables and stalls shall be of concrete not less than 3 inches 
thick, upon which shall be laid a dressing not less than one-half inch thick of cement 
or stone, laid in cement mortar, in such way as to prevent ingress or egress of rats, 
and such floors to have a slope of one-eighth inch per foot to the gutter drains herein- 
after provided for. 

Stalls. — The floors of stalls may be of planking, fitting either tightly to the concrete 
floor or elevated not more than one-half inch from the stall floor, and so constructed 
as to be easily removable. Such removable planking shall be raised at least once a 
week and the said planking and the concrete floor beneath thoroughly cleansed. 

Gutters. — Semicircular or V-shaped gutter drains shall be constructed in such 
stables in such manner that a gutter shall be placed so as to receive all liquid matter 
from each stall, and each of these gutters to connect with the public sewer or with a 
main gutter of the same construction, which , in turn, shall be connected with the pub- 
lic sewer. All openings from drains into sewers shall be protected by a metal grating 
having openings not more than one-half inch between the gratings. 

Manure pit. — Each stable shall be provided with a manure pit, to be sunk into the 
ground within or near to said stable, which pit shall be lined with cement so as to 
make same liquid-tight, and to have a capacity of at least 2J cubic feet for each stall 
in said stable. Said manure pit shall be provided with a tight fitting cover, divided 
into two parts, and so constructed as to render the contents of said pit inaccessible to 
flies. 

Manure. — Any manure in and about all stables shall be placed in said manure pit 
at least once a day. Manure shall be removed from said pit at least twice a week 
between March 15 and December 1 and at least once a week between December 1 and 
March 15. All manure so removed shall be placed in wagons so protected as to render 
said manure inaccessible to flies. 

Mangers. — Each manger shall be constructed so as to have a slope of 2 inches toward 
the bottom, shall be covered with tin or zinc, and shall be at least 18 inches deep to 
avoid spilling of food. 

Feed bins. — All feed bins shall be constructed of cement, stone, metal, or wood, 
and with close-fitting doors. If constructed of wood, the bins shall be lined or covered 
with metal, and the whole so constructed as to prevent the ingress or egress of rats. 
All grain, malt, and other animal food, except hay, stored or kept in any stable must 
be kept in such feed bins. Said feed bins must be kept closed at all times except when 
momentarily opened to take food therefrom, or when same are being filled. No feed 
shall be scattered about such bin or stable and all such feed found on the floor or in 
the stalls of said stables shall be removed daily and placed in the manure pits. No 
foodstuffs intended for or susceptible of human consumption shall be kept or stored 
in any stable or any other place where animals are kept. 

Sec. 5. That the construction and materials used in rat proofing shall conform to 
the building ordinances of the city of New Orleans, except and only in so far as the 
same may be modified herein. 

Sec. C. That all accidental and unnecessary spaces and holes, ventilators, and 
other openings other than doors and windows in every building, outhouse, -and other 
superstructure in the city of New Orleans shall be closed with cement, mortar, or 
other material impervious to rats or screened with wire having not more than one- 
half inch mesh, as the case may require, and all wall spaces shall be closed with 
cement, mortar, or other material impervious to rats, which closure shall extend the full 
thickness of the wall and shall extend up yard at least 12 inches above the floor level, 
and the whole in such manner as to prevent the ingress or egress or rats: Provided, 
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That in all buildings, outhouses, and other superstructures of class A, class C, and 
in all stables where there are any spaces in walls between the wall proper and the 
covering on same, or in ceilings, between the ceiling and floor, or other ceiling cover- 
ing above, said spaces shall be eliminated by the removal of said covering, or so 
closed with cement, mortar, or other material impervious to rats as to prevent the 
ingress or egress of rats: Provided, That all such wall spaces shall be closed with 
cement, mortar, or other material impervious to rats, which closure shall extend the 
full thickness of the wall and shall extend upward at least 12 inches above the floor 
level. 

Sec. 7. That all premises, improved and unimproved, and all open lots, areas, 
streets, sidewalks, and alleys in the city of New Orleans shall be kept clean and free 
from all rubbish and similar loose material that might serve as a harborage for rats, 
and all lumber, boxes, barrels, loose iron, and similar material that may be permitted 
to remain thereon and that may be used as a harborage by rats, shall be placed on 
supports and elevated not less than 2 feet from the ground with a clear intervening 
space beneath to prevent the harboring of rats. 

Sec. 8. That all planking and plank walks on and in yards, alleys, alleyways, 
streets, sidewalks, or other open areas, shall be removed and replaced with concrete, 
brick, or stone, laid in cement, gravel, or cinders, or the ground left bare. 

Sec. 9. That it shall be the duty of every owner, agent, and occupant of each build- 
ing, outhouse, and other superstructure, stable, lot, open area and other premise, 
sidewalk, street, and alley in the city of New Orleans to comply with all the provisions 
of this ordinance. 

Sec 10. That it is hereby made the duty of the department of public safety, and 
particularly through its health department (the city board of health), to enforce the 
provisions of this ordinance: Provided, That no affidavit shall be filed against any 
owner, agent, occupant, or other person charged with the duty of complying with the 
provisions of this ordinance, unt'l 30 days shall have elapsed after a communication 
shall have been deposited in the United States mail, addressed by said health depart- 
ment to such owner, agent, occupant, or person, to his residence or to the premises 
upon which said violation shall be alleged to lie, which communication shall designate 
the character o'f violation with which such person shall be charged and the location of 
the premises upon which the offense is alleged to lie. 

Sec. 11. That each day's violation of any provision of this ordinance shall con- 
stitute a separate and distinct offense. 

Sec. 12. That any person violating any provision of this ordinance shall on con- 
viction be punished by a fine of not less than $10 nor more than $25, or in default of 
the payment of such fine by imprisonment in the parish jail for not less than 10 days 
nor more than 30 days, or both, at the discretion of the recorder having jurisdiction of 
the same. 

Sec. 13. That any law or ordinance in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance 
be and the same is hereby repealed. 

Plague— Prevention of the Introduction and Spread of— Measures to Prevent Rats 
from Entering or Leaving Vessels. (Ord. 2513, Commission Council, June 22, 
1915.) 

Section 1. Be it ordained by the Commission Council of the City of New Orleans, That 
from and after the promulgation of this ordinance it shall be unlawful for any vessel, 
steamboat, or other water craft, except harbor boats, to lie alongside of any wharf or 
dock in the city of New Orleans, and such vessels, steamboats, or other water craft 
shall be fended off from said wharf or dock in such manner that no part of such vessel, 
steamboat, or other water craft shall be nearer than 8 feet from the nearest point of said 
wharf or dock by a floating fender or spars of sufficient strength to maintain said dis- 



